
 
       

       
    Pastoral Letter – February 2019  

 
 
God is good all the time and all the time God is good.  
 
I remember the first time I heard those words, I was at a youth conference in California.  All of a sudden, 
one side of the auditorium started yelling out the words “God is good” and then the next thing I knew, the 
kids next to me were yelling out the words “all the time.”  Right after those words were said, another 
section yelled out, “All the time,” and then immediately another group responded with the words “God is 
good.”  And those words kept ping ponging around the auditorium, each time getting louder and louder.  I 
can’t remember how long it lasted, but when it finally ended, I remember my voice was hoarse from all the 
yelling.  It’s been a little over 25 years since I first yelled out those words, but those words mean even 
more to me now.  Now that I’m in my early 40’s, I’ve seen more of God’s goodness. I have more history 
with Him now, not just because of what I’ve seen him do in my life but also because what I’ve seen him do 
in the lives of others.  
 
I know on Sundays I usually give homework, so consider this extra credit. : )  I want you to start writing 
down all the ways that God has been good to you.  I want you to start with today and don’t stop until this 
month is over.  When we finally turn the page to the next month, I want you to turn in what you wrote.  
Here’s an example:  
 

Date:      What God has done:   
2/1   
2/2…  

 
In one column write down the date and then in the other column write down what God did that day. 
  
Depending on how many I get, I’d like to do something with them during one of our Sunday Services.  If 
you don’t have time to do that, just take a few seconds each day to say thank you to God.  
 
These past few weeks, I’ve really been thinking about the words I said earlier, “God is good all the time...”  
For those of us who have known Jesus for a while now, we know those words and we’ve probably said or 
heard them hundreds of times, but do we really believe them?  You know it and I know it, sometimes it’s 
easier said than done.  Sometimes it’s hard to believe that God is good when things seem so hard, but 
God’s there. Sometimes we just have to look at things a little bit harder to find Him. I’m hoping the 
homework that I just gave you will help you to realize how true those words are.  
 
All that being said, I just wanted to say thank you.  Each of you are tangible examples of God’s goodness.  I 
love serving with each of you.  
 
I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us.  
 
Pastor Marcus Lee 
 



 
Youth Group News                  February  2019 
 

 

 God is at work all around you ~  He desires relationship with you ~  Listen, God speaks to you ~  Walk in obedience ~  Follow the Holy Spirit 

 
 
Hanging.On.Promises.Everyday:  The Sr. Youth Group started this year off with a “New Year Reboot”.   

New Year’s resolutions offer a clean slate to start addressing those areas where we would like to see change in 

our lives; but we often find ourselves falling short from accomplishing long term change.  
 

After spending some time identifying areas in our life where we know there needs to be change, we assembled 

our list of top priorities. Those areas that have been poking at us but for one reason or another have ignored the 

tugs, promptings, and sometimes even warnings.   

Our approach to this New Year reboot would be covenant vs resolution.  Following Jesus’ model of laying down 

your life for another, fulfilling the covenant promises of God; we established accountability/prayer partners. 

Our agreement is to check in with each other weekly, discuss areas of struggle, success, and concern; taking 

those things before God regularly. 

This is a valuable life skill to learn, my prayer is that you will soon be hearing testimonies from this covenant 

night.  ---  Your prayers for their faithfulness in this endeavor is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 

 

Our Jr Youth group has had some silly meeting as we welcomed new comers to our group.   

It was purely coincidental that our topic of discussion has been on, “What do you really know about your 

friends”.  Discovering what they do or don’t know about their friends (and maybe what their friends do or don’t 

know about them) prompted shrieks of laughter and resistance.  

As we finished our focus on character, they not only understand why they choose the friends they have, but how 

to be the friend others would want to have.  But, judging by their reactions, to discover there is more to know 

about each other seemed like excruciating work!   

 

I look forward to this week’s unpredictable reactions to stretching ourselves in the area of relationships ☺  

IN BOTH GROUPS! 

 

“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.  3 John 1:4” 

 

February YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE : (both groups meet at the church) 

Jr. Youth Group is for grades 4-6, we meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month from: 4:00 – 5:30pm 

   

- February: 13th     - there will not be youth group on February 24th  
If you or someone you know is in grades 4-6, we would like to invite you to join our group anytime!    
 

Sr. Youth Group is for grades 4-6, we meet Friday evenings from: 7:00 – 9:00 pm    

- February 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th  
If you or someone you know is in grades 7-12, we would like to invite you to join our group anytime! 
 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions pertaining to either youth group, please give me a call: 

Debbie Sechow, 860-866-8436  

 
 



 

 

 

                       

           Deacon’s Fund 
 
Each Communion Sunday, we have envelopes in the pews for the Deacon’s fund. This is a fund whereby Pastor 
Marcus can give assistance to those in need from our church and community. Please see a Deacon for more 
information.  
 
 
(Lisa Hulton, Valerie Barkus, Linda Ferrier, Craig MacMillan, Mark O’Brien or Sandi Welch) 
 

 

 
                                                             Class 201 Walking with the Lord 
                                                       February 10th & 17th 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
 
 
Do you want to grow in your relationship with Jesus? CLASS 201 will help you to develop the habits you need 
to see more of Jesus in your life. It will give you an overview of the three basic spiritual habits every Christian 
needs in order to grow:  
 

• Daily Time with God (prayer and Bible reading)  
• Giving 
• Fellowship  

 
At the end of the CLASS there will be an opportunity for you to decide whether or not you'd like to be a member 
of our church or to wait and decide at another time.   
 
 
If interested in attending, write “Yes 201” on a communication card and place in offering plate or call Pastor 
Marcus (860-283-5556) 
 



 
  Pastor Marcus is continuing his work with the Council on developing a program for 
leadership development in the church. Council looked at Nehemiah 4: 6—15: Nehemiah and Israel are 
attempting to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. There are attempts to stop the wall rebuilding from both within 
the community and outside: Israelites who are unhappy with the threat from outside and outsiders who were 
angry with the attempt to rebuild the wall. It was pointed out that the Israelites were relying on God to help them. 
They were not waiting to be attacked to set up defenses and continue with the rebuilding. Marcus asked how 
their situation and solutions could be applied to our current situation as we try to move forward. The idea is to 
rely on God’s provision. We need to see how He is moving in the midst of trouble and not lose sight of the vision 
to see people transformed by the gospel. 
 Marcus then distributed a chart which defined different levels of leadership and support 
needed for each of the various levels of leadership. Development of leaders requires that we form a relationship 
with the person being developed and be willing to invest time in that relationship. 
  

 
                                

            
 

Please remember BASKET OF BLESSINGS February 10th 

 
The Outreach team will be collecting non-perishable items on Sunday, February 10th during “Gifts and Offering” 
Your donation will be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued support to this 
important ministry.  

BASKET OF BLESSINGS 
What is it?  

 
On the second Sunday of each month, Outreach team members walk behind the ushers collecting offering, with 
a large basket. They are collecting non-perishable items to be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry to help folks 
in our area who may be struggling. Any donation is very much appreciated. Thank you for helping us, your 
Outreach team show our love to the community.  
 
 
 

 

All Church Gathering 
1st Sunday of the month 11:15 am 

 
On the 1st Sunday of the month we have an extended coffee hour in the Fellowship hall immediately following 

worship service. This time will be used to inform the congregation on what’s happening within the church and to 

dream and address any questions/concerns you may have. We encourage you to attend to hear the latest on 

what’s going on in our church.  

 



 

 

Women’s Fellowship will not be meeting on the 3rd Monday of the month until April when hopefully all snow is 
gone. However, the Tuesday morning ladies will continue to meet, weather permitting to assemble health kits 
and other projects. Coffee and fellowship are always good, too! If you’re interested, just show up on Tuesday 
morning around 9:30am and they will put you to work! 
 

            From this…           To this…       
 

Pillow Forms Needed 
The Tuesday morning ladies are already thinking ahead for the 2019 Christmas Bazaar! They are making 
origami pillows for the bazaar and are looking for square pillow forms from your old throw pillows. Fresh pillow 
stuffing is needed as well. Please leave your donations on the table in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 
 
 

 
Before you know it, it will be spring cleaning time. Collect your unused “stuff” and bring it to the church. 
Women’s Fellowship will be having our Spring Tag Sale on Saturday, April 27th from 9am – 2 pm. 
  
The money raised from our tag sale allows us to help support our church events/projects and several 
community organizations. You can drop off your items in the auditorium anytime now.  
                                     

Please no large furniture or electronics. Thank you! 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                     

Friday Morning Prayer  
(Fridays from 8:30-9:30am in the Sanctuary) 

 

  
Join us on Friday mornings from 8:30 - 9: 30 am in the sanctuary. We’ll be offering another way for you to 
connect with God. During our time together, we’ll be praying for our church, our community, and for each 
other.   
 



February 2019 
 

     Sunday         Monday        Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

     1 

8:30-9:30 am 
Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

2 
 

3    
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service (Communion) 
11:15 am All Church 
Gathering 

 Gary Wilson 

4 
 

5     

6:30 am Men’s Life 

9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship team 
rehearsal 

6   
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 
 

7     
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

8   
8:30-9:30 am 
Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

9 
 

10    
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church/Confirmation 
(Basket of Blessings 
will be collected) 
11:30-1 pm Puggles 
Training  
11:30-12:30 pm 
Class 201 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
study in lounge 
4-5:30 pm Jr. Youth 
group (grades 4-6) 

11 
 

7 pm  
Deacon’s 
meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12      

6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship team 
rehearsal  
 

13    
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 
 

14 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 
 

15 
8:30-9:30 am 
Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

 
Janice Edwards 

16 

 
Angelia  
Cocchiola 

17 
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
11:30-12:30 pm  
Class 201 
 

18    
 

19      
6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 

20   
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
Auditorium 

  
Rev. Jody 
Guerrera 

21 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 

 Robin 
Innaimo 

22     8:30-9:30 am 
Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

23 

 Amanda 
Sechow 
 

24       8:45-9:45 am  
Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s Church 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
study in lounge 
4-5:30 pm Jr. Youth 
group (grades 4-6) 

 Pastor Marcus 
Lee 

25 
 

26    
6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Council 
Meeting 

 Caroline &  
Cheryl Galvin 

27 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 
7 pm Worship  
Team rehearsal 
 
 

28 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
7pm Worship 
Assist Training 

 Frances 
Roth 

  

 


