
 
       

 
 

     Pastoral Letter – January 2019  
 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
I hope you all had a fantastic Christmas and a great start to the year. I can’t believe how fast 2018 flew by.  Last 
year, we saw our church grow both in number and more importantly in depth.  We’ve added a new sound 
system and have new people serving in leadership. My hope for this upcoming year, and you’ve heard me say 
this before, is that we’ll continue to grow, seeing more people say “yes” to starting a relationship with Jesus and 
even more growing in their relationship with Him.  
 
Last Friday, I was at a memorial service for my father-in-law. His name is Brad and he was a teacher. He was 
married for over 50 years and had two amazing daughters. (I might be biased).  As I was officiating his service, I 
started thinking about my grandmother who I lost several years ago.  I remember wanting to skip the service.  It 
hurt too much to even think about going, but I went and after the service, I felt grateful for having attended.  The 
service gave me a chance to mourn, to remember what my grandmother meant to me, and to celebrate her life.  
As I thought about Brad and my grandmother, I kept thinking about all the things I wish I could have done and 
said to them while they were alive.  
 

- I wish I would have said “thank you” more often.  
- I wish I would have spent more time appreciating them.   
- I wish I would have carved out more time in my schedule to be with them.  

 
All that being said, as I think about this upcoming year, I don’t want to have any regrets about not saying “thank 
you” enough or appreciating the people God has blessed me with. So one of my new year’s resolutions is to do 
better job of loving the people that God has placed in my life.  
 
My other resolution this year is to pray more.  I do a good job of praying when I need Him, but prayer is more 
than sending out an SOS, it’s having a conversation with our Creator and Father. Even though I know that, I 
often don’t pray like I know that. So this year, I’m planning to listen more when I pray.   
 
Finally, this is more of a corporate resolution than a personal resolution, I want us to be praying more as a 
church. So starting on January 25, Marissa will be leading a time of prayer every Friday from 8:30-9:30am.  I’d 
love for you to join us as we pray for our church and our community.  If you’re interested in attending, email me 
at marcusfirstthomaston@gmail.com or call the church.  
 
I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us.  
 
 
Blessings,  
 
 
Pastor Marcus   
 
 
 
 



Youth Group News      January  2019 
 

 God is at work all around you ~  He desires relationship with you ~  Listen, God speaks to you ~  Walk in obedience ~  Follow the Holy Spirit 

 

              
 

...this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

      I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:13b-14 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE :  (both groups meet at the church) 

 

Jr. Youth Group 2nd, 4th Sundays: 4:00 – 5:30pm   January: 13th and 27th     
If you or someone you know is in grades 4-6, we would like to invite you to join our group anytime!    

Sr. Youth Group Fridays: 7:00 – 9:00 pm  January: 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th  
If you or someone you know is in grades 7-12, we would like to invite you to join our group anytime! 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions pertaining to either youth group, please give me a call: 

Debbie Sechow, 860-866-8436  

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Combining the Sr. Youth Group Christmas celebration and Annual Lock-In, 

December 28th turned out to be a night to remember!  

With the perfect blend of crazy fun, thinking games, fellowship, food, and, 

sharing, the evening had a peaceful flow ☺   

As if that wasn’t enough, the closing message and conversation the following 

morning left us praising God for the time we had together.    What a sweet, 

sweet way to close 2018!  

We are looking forward to what 2019 has in store for our group. 

YOGA to begin  Wednesday, JANUARY 16, 2019 
 

I’m so excited by the interest shown in this new venture! 
We will be meeting in the auditorium Wednesday evenings 

from  6:30 till 7:30. 

Instructions will be projected on screen, led by Brooke Boon. 

Using: Holy Yoga: Exercise. For the Christian Body and Soul 

People often equate yoga with Eastern religion, but Brooke Boon sees it as an 
exercise style that Christians can use to generate patience, strength, and deeper 

worship. Author and yoga instructor Brooke Boon combines her passion for 
Christianity with her commitment to health to introduce yoga as a physical and 
spiritual discipline that strengthens the body and the soul. Clear explanations 
make yoga accessible for anyone, and Brooke offers customized routines for 

those struggling with specific issues, such as weight loss and anxiety.  
Through it all Brooke uses scriptural references to help reinforce the idea that by 

taking care of our bodies we can also take care of our faith. 
 

If this sounds inviting to you ---- PLEASE JOIN US!!! 
 
Let me know of your interest by: calling the office: 860-283-5765 or 
reply by  

https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntk=author&Ntt=Brooke%20Boon


  
We have had an exciting year working with the children and looking forward to changes in our system and 

classrooms that will attract younger families and more children. There were 15 plus children during the “Candy 

Cane story” presentation. The changes that we are proposing will help retain the increase in attendance in the 

future. 

Some of our teens have expressed a desire to help with Kids church so we are training them in safe church 

procedures and as helpers for the teachers. This should not only help the teachers but encourage the teens to 

join us on Sunday mornings. 

I would encourage anyone that likes to work with children to join us in our efforts to bring the love of our savior 

Jesus Christ in to their lives. 

Submitted by Bob Merchant 

 

 

 

 

                       

           Deacon’s Fund 
 
Each Communion Sunday, we have envelopes in the pews for the Deacon’s fund. This is a fund whereby Pastor 
Marcus can give assistance to those in need from our church and community. Please see a Deacon for more 
information.  
 
 
(Lisa Hulton, Valerie Barkus, Bill Berg, Linda Ferrier, Craig MacMillan, Mark O’Brien or Sandi Welch) 
 

 



 

 
Submitted by Merv LeMasurier 

 

Treasurer of Collections Report: 
Team members reviewed the November 2018 YTD Income Report that shows the following: 
 
                   Actual           Budget       Favorable 
     Operating income                             $191,471        $173,323         $18,148 
                        
Treasurer’s Report:  
The team reviewed the detailed November YTD Profit and Loss report which showed actual Operating 
Expenses of $172,491 vs Budget of $185,932 
 
The Permanent Fund Team Report:  
The November 2018 YTD report showed the following: 
 
                   Beginning balance:        $ 367,728   
                   Deposits                              15,000 
                   Disbursements:                 (30,150) 
                   Fees:                 (4,599) 
                   Market value loss:               (6,340) 
                   Ending balance:             $341,639 
 
Merv suggested that due to the recent volatility in the stock market the Permanent Committee be asked to 
consider moving the balances in the following accounts in the church investments with Cetera Advisors Network 
LLC to a fixed income money market account: 
 
                         Permanent Fund - Designated $88,674.36 
                         Scholarship 125 – Designated   $9,709.81 
 
Old business: 
Team members reviewed the 2019 budget that had been revised to reflect updated 2019 pledge data that 
showed a total of 44 pledges in the total amount of $179,180 as of 12/17/18. Members present agreed to 
increase the additional giving estimate from $8,000 to $10,000.  
 
 
 
New business: 
Merv noted that the following meeting dates were set at the November Council meeting:  
January 20, 2019 - Informal Budget Hearing and January 29, 2019 Annual Business meeting                                                                                                                                              
Annual financial reports should be given to in Joyce for the annual report by January 11, 2019.    
                       

 



 
  Please note that there will be an informal hearing to discuss the proposed 2019 
budget on January 20, after church; the annual budget meeting will be held January 27, after church. 
Please plan to attend these important events in our church life. 
  
 Pastor, staff and Council are putting together a detailed calendar of church events for the 
year 2019. This is a way of communicating between groups to prevent overlap and conflict as the church 
becomes busier. It is also a way of communicating to the congregation how the Pastor and Council see the 
church progressing as we grow. 
  
 Some reasons to be grateful for how God has been working in the church in the past year 
were brought out: attendance increasing from 78 to 93; 5 new leaders serving; no Permanent Fund money 
being used to pay for day-to-day expenses; more kids coming to church and Puggles starting up; improvements 
to the  exterior of the church and people eating lunch at the picnic tables in front; new sound system; Women’s 
Fellowship blessing the church in many ways; TV in front of the sanctuary and lyrics and scriptures displayed on 
it; Praise Team improving tremendously; the work of the Treasurer and Treasurer of Collections; 2 younger 
people joining the Praise Team; Pastor Marcus and Joyce. 
  

 

 
             
 

                          
 
Please consider volunteering to snow blow/shovel the church sidewalk and ramps in the event of a snow storm. 
We are asking for you to take a two week volunteer spot. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board by the 
church office.  If it happens to not snow during your two week spot…. 
lucky you!! See Merv LeMasurier for instructions 860-841-7581.  
 

Thank you, Trustees Team, MaryBeth Johnson, Judi LeMasurier and Marcia Crannell. 
 

 
 



                                

            
 

Please remember BASKET OF BLESSINGS January 13th 

 
The Outreach team will be collecting non-perishable items on Sunday, January 13th during “Gifts and Offering” 
Your donation will be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued support to this 
important ministry.  

 

BASKET OF BLESSINGS 
What is it?  

 
On the second Sunday of each month, Outreach team members walk behind the ushers collecting offering, with 
a large basket. They are collecting non-perishable items to be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry to help folks 
in our area who may be struggling. Any donation is very much appreciated. Thank you for helping us, your 
Outreach team show our love to the community.  
 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship will not be meeting on the 3rd Monday of the month until April when hopefully all snow is 
gone. However, the Tuesday morning ladies will continue to meet, weather permitting to assemble health kits 
and other projects. Coffee and fellowship are always good, too! If you’re interested, just show up on Tuesday 
morning around 9:30am and they will put you to work! 
 
                                                                                                                                                     

 

 
 

All Church Gathering 
Sunday January 6th 11:15 am 

 
Following the worship service on Sunday, January 6th join us in the auditorium for our monthly All Church 
Gathering.  This time will be used to inform the congregation on what’s happening within the church and to 
dream and address any questions/concerns you may have.  
 
We encourage you to attend to hear the latest on what’s going on in our church.  

 



 

 
Friday Morning Prayer  

(Fridays from 8:30-9:30am in the Sanctuary) 
 

  
Starting Friday, Jan. 25, we’ll be offering another way for you to connect with God. During our time together, 
we’ll be praying for our church, our community, and for each other. If you’re interested in attending, write “Yes - 
Friday” on your communication card.  
 

 

 

   
Just a reminder, all of our various church teams have a specific e-mail address. Please use the following lists 
when communicating with the various teams. 
 
 

Team e-mail (all end with @optimum.net) 

Pastor fcctpastor 

Clerk fcctclerk 

Deacons fcctdeacon 

Christian Education fccteduc 

Finance fcctfinance 

Moderator fcctmoderator 

Music fcctmusic 

Outreach fcctoutreach 

Trustees fccttrustee 

Technology networkfcct 

Vice Moderator fcctvicemoderat 

Women’s Fellowship fcctwomenfellow 

 
 
 

 
 



January 2019 
 

     Sunday         Monday        Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

  1   

 

2 
6:30 pm Men/ 
Women Bible 
study in lounge 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal 

3 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

4 

11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

5 
Mervin  
LeMasurier, 
Valerie Barkus 

 

6    
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service (Communion) 
11:15 am All Church 
Gathering 
Nathan Hulton, 
Carol Pytel, 
Austin Johnson 

 

7 
 

8     

6:30 am Men’s Life 

9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship team 
rehearsal 

9   
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
 

10     
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

11   
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 
David Barkus 

 
 

12 
 

13    
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
(Basket of Blessings 
will be collected) 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
study in lounge 
4-5:30 pm Jr. Youth 
group (grades 4-6) 
Wendy Cocchiola,  
Stuart Beauvais 

 

14 
 

7 pm  
Deacon’s 
meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15      

6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship team 
rehearsal  
7-8 pm Kid’s church 
teacher training in  
lounge 

16    
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
Lounge 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 
Joyce Galvin,  
Grace Richards,  
Karyn Bigham 

 

17 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 
7-8 pm Small  
group leader  
training in  
lounge 
Laura Sutton 

 

18 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 
Colin  
Hazelton 

 

19 
Amy Lorenda 
White  

 

20 
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
11:15 am Informal 
hearing on proposed 
2019 budget 

21    
 

22      
6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Council  
meeting 

23    
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
7 pm Worship 
team rehearsal 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 

24 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

25 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 
Sandi Welch, 
Jonathan Wilson  

 

26 
 
 

27   
8:45-9:45 am Bible  
Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
11:15 am Pot Luck/ 
Annual budget  
meeting 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
study in lounge 
4-5:30 pm Jr. Youth 
group (grades 4-6) 

28 
Kayla Kincaid 

 

29     
6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship team 
rehearsal  

30 
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
Lounge 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 
 

 
 

31 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
MaryJane 
Merchant 

 

  

 


