
 
       

  

         Pastoral Letter – May 2019  
 

Dear Friends,  
 

I hope you’re having a great start to the month.  
 

A few days ago, I was with some friends and we were reading the story of the Feeding of the 5000. 
For those of you who aren’t familiar with the story, it’s a story about Jesus and bad math.  So one day 
Jesus is with his disciples and he’s teaching like he usually does. It was starting to get dark, so his disciples 
went to him and said to him, “’This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, 
so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some from food.’”  But Instead of sending the crowds 
away, Jesus said to his disciples, “You give them something to eat.” The disciples are baffled. They’re not 
sure how they’re going to feed all these people. They want to say to Jesus, “Did you hear us? All we have is 
five loaves and two fish.” So Jesus says to them, “’Bring them here to me.’” So the disciples bring Jesus the 
five loaves and two fish. After everyone has sat down, he takes the five loaves and two fish and looks up to 
heaven, gives thanks, and breaks the loaves. Then he gives the loaves and the fish to the disciples, and the 
disciples in turn give it to the people.  The passage ends with these words: 

 
“They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken 

pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides 
women and children.”  

 
As we were talking about that story, we started talking about miracles and bad math. In the story, 

the disciples had only had five loaves and two fish to feed over 5000 people. The disciples, like us, didn’t 
think that was enough, but Jesus did.  Logically, we know that’s not enough, but Jesus isn’t limited by our 
logic or lack of resources. He moves beyond that. For Jesus, 5 loaves + 2 fish was more than enough.  As 
Christians, we forget that with Jesus, everything is possible. I don’t know where all of you are right now in 
your journey with Jesus, but maybe for some of you, you’re facing an impossible task.  You feel like you 
don’t have enough because when you look around, all you see is 5 loaves and 2 fish. I want to remind you 
that’s not all you have, you also have Jesus and with Jesus all things are possible. If you don’t have a 
relationship with Jesus yet, feel free to talk to me after service or give me a call at church.  

 
I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us.  

 
Blessings,  
Pastor Marcus  

 

5 loaves +2 fish + JESUS    Feeding 5000 people. 

 
 
 



Youth Group News                 May 2019 
 

H.O.P.E.   Hanging On Promises Everyday:  Sr. Youth Group’s current study is on Worry, Worry, Worry 

 

Sr. Youth Group has been ‘out of the building’ the past two weeks.  

Good Friday is always an evening I look forward to with the group. We typically spend a very reverent time 
together in the word and worship; this year however, we were blessed to attend the Passion Play in Southington. 

                                                           (Thank you Carol Pytel!)  

For the past year our group has attended quarterly Youth Rallies which are hosted by area churches. These host 
churches are part of United Youth Ministries, a group of youth pastors using these rallies and their resources as a means 
to reach the next generation for Christ.  The guest speaker from the April 26th rally shared his testimony in a way that 
had every teen and adult in that building desiring to not simply be an on-looker to the miracles of Jesus, but one who 
responds to his call, a person He can work through.   

C.I.A.   Christians In Action:  Jr. Youth Group: 

It is exciting to see this group grow and become involved in planning their future activities and time together.  
We are holding steady, Self-Image, Relationships, and Spiritual Growth remain the focus of our study time together. 

 

 

If you enjoy interacting with teens or pre-teens,  
I would love to get together and share ideas about youth group and your possible role in it. 

 

MAY  YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE :  (both groups meet at the church) 

 
Jr. Youth Group is for grades 4-6; we meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays from: 4:00 – 5:30pm 

 
Sr. Youth Group is for grades 7-12; we meet on Friday nights from: 7:00 – 9:00pm. 

 
All are welcome! 

 
*for questions call: Debbie 860-283-5765 

 

 

       

        

Though we are thinking happy thoughts of sunshine FLOWERS and GARDENS,  

the Sr. Youth Group does not have plans for our annual  flower sale.  
 

Thank you for you past support! 
 

Happy Spring Everybody!! 
 

 

“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.  3 John 1:4” 

I have often heard people say, “Teens? What do they have to worry about?”   

Think back to your high school days…  Grades… issues at school ... troubles with friends... 
losing a friend or loved one... divorce... violence... crime... personal threats...  

appearances... identity... the future... 

Within this study we will focus on:  understanding the “whys” of fear and worry   

*discovering ways to apply faith to fear  *practicing problem solving  *building self-esteem 
and confidence  *facing problems with courage and God’s peace. 
 

Your prayers for God’s leading are always appreciated. 

 



 

 
 
 

Puggles Training 
On May 19 at 12:00 after the service there will be a Puggle training for all current and future Puggle leaders. 
We will be discussing; general overview of what we are doing, what has been working and what needs 
improvement, and discussing the future procedures. Lunch will be provided and we will try to end at 1:00 Pm. 
 

 

 
 
Get connected by being a part of one of our 8 small groups that meet at different days and times during the 
week. Go to our website or call our church office (860-283-5765) for more details. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 
 

Time Location Who’s it for 

Sunday 8:45-9:45 am Church Everyone 

Sunday 
(2nd & 4th) 

4:5:30 pm Church 
Everyone 
(Childcare Provided) 

Tuesday 6-7:30 am Church  Men 

Tuesday 6:30-8:00 pm Off Campus Women 

Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm Church Everyone 

Wednesday 6:45-8:00 pm Off Campus Women 

Thursday 6-7:30 am Church  Men 

Thursday 9:30-11:00 am Church Women 



                

                                                            Deacon’s Fund 
Each Communion Sunday, we have envelopes in the pews for the Deacon’s fund. This is a fund whereby 
Pastor Marcus can give assistance to those in need from our church and community. Please see a Deacon for 
more information.  
 
(Lisa Hulton, Valerie Barkus, Linda Ferrier, Craig MacMillan, Mark O’Brien or Sandi Welch) 
 
 
 

 
In order to maintain a safe environment for our children in Kid’s church and the Puggles program, we will be 
locking the downstairs doors (kitchen and office) each Sunday at 10:10 am. After that time, the only entry 
into the church will be through the sanctuary doors. (Doors will be unlocked after service) Thank you all in 
advance for your cooperation and understanding. The Diaconate 
 

 

 
The June Annual Meeting date has been set for 12:00 noon, Sunday, June 2, 2019.  
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. This is an opportunity to review what the teams have 
done during the year, and to elect Council members. 
  

Council is looking to make some significant changes to the church building that will address current 
needs and future hopes. 

1) Installing a projector and screen in the sanctuary to replace the TV currently being used. The 
screen will be motorized, allowing it to be moved up and down so it will not always be visible at 
the front of the church.  

2) They are looking at widening and lengthening the staircase leading down from the sanctuary into 
the lounge area to make it more handicapped friendly. This would also change the character of 
the lounge in positive ways.  

3) Improving the Children’s Wing.  
 
Trustees are engaging the help of a design consultant to make drawings and estimate costs. There 

will be further discussion about these plans at future Gatherings. 
  

Council continues to discuss leadership development, especially in terms of bringing in new Council 
members and new team members. Natural Church Development is being used to help understand what kind 
of leadership is needed. It is important that new people and the right people be found to be placed into 
leadership positions. 



                                

          
 

The Board of Outreach continuous to support the following ministries: 

Campus Crusade (Beeber)  $75 per month 

ICM-SNELL            $150 per month                    

Lion of Judah          $100 per month                             

Mitimingis               $150 per month               

Kids Alive                 $100 per month 

Compassion International  $50 per month 

 LOCAL:        Acts 4 $100 per month,  

          Thomaston Ecumenical Pantry $250 per month  

 
In addition, our church outreach supports: 

Thomaston Fuel Fund, Weekly advertising Waterbury Republican, Child Care, helped Youth Group  with van 

rental, Light up the Town, Fall Festival, Thanksgiving Dinner, Men’s Outreach within the church, Basket of 

Blessing, Grace’s Place, Nell Johnson- trip for Rapid Responds conference (Franklin Graham) Ice Cream 

Social for May Hymn Sing, New Beginnings, Women Fellowship 

Outreach will help with mission trip to Guatemala Kids Alive Nov. 2019, Samaritan Purse, will be purchasing 

welcoming gifts with church info for visitors. 

Team is looking into Intervarsity within Conn. Colleges, Underground Ct. which deals with human trafficking, 

2020 missions with the 4C’s, we would like to sponsor movie night during the summer. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Ellen MacMillan, Outreach Team 

 

     
Please remember BASKET OF BLESSINGS May 12th 

 
The Outreach team will be collecting non-perishable items on Sunday, May 12th during “Gifts and Offering”   

 
BASKET OF BLESSINGS 

What is it?  
 

On the second Sunday of each month, Outreach team members walk behind the ushers collecting offering, 
with a large basket. They are collecting non-perishable items to be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry to 
help folks in our area who may be struggling. Any donation is very much appreciated. Thank you for helping 
us, your Outreach team show our love to the community.  
 



 

All Church Gathering 
1st Sunday of the month 11:15 am 

 
On the 1st Sunday of the month we have an extended coffee hour in the auditorium immediately following 
worship service. This time will be used to inform the congregation on what’s happening within the church and 
to dream and address any questions/concerns you may have. We encourage you to attend to hear the latest 
on what’s going on in our church.  
 

 
   

 
 

May 4th at 4 pm  
All are invited, invite a friend, it’s FREE! 

 
An old-fashioned hymn sing, followed by an ice cream social will be held at the church on May 4, 2019 at 
4:00 PM.  The hymns will be sung using piano accompaniment, and some with the church pipe organ.  Hymn 
suggestions will be taken from the attendees.  All are welcome to attend this free event!  If you love singing 
hymns, this is the event for you!! 
 
The hymns will be accompanied by Heather Pytel, a young musician who has grown up in the First 
Congregational Church.  Heather works for Wolcott Public Schools, where she is the chorus/musical director 
at Tyrell Middle School, recently directing a production of “Xanadu Jr.”.  Additionally she serves as the Music 
Director for the annual “Passion Play” at Southington Catholic School, sponsored by St. Thomas Church.  
She also recently conducted the pit band for the High School’s production of “The Addams Family”.  She has 
served as substitute organist for the Salem Covenant Church in Washington Depot, CT. 
 
The Hymn Sing will be followed by an ice cream social in the Fellowship Hall, sponsored by the Outreach 
Ministry. 
 
The event is free and the church is handicap-accessible.  Free parking is available.  For further information, 
contact the church at 860-283-5765. 
 

 
Friday Morning Prayer  

(Fridays from 8:30-9:30am in the Sanctuary) 
 

  
Join us on Friday mornings from 8:30 - 9: 30 am in the sanctuary. We’ll be offering another way for you to 
connect with God. During our time together, we’ll be praying for our church, our community, and for each 
other.   



 
CLASS 101 Faith and Membership 

May 19th & May 26th  11:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

Throughout the year, Pastor Marcus offers four Foundation classes that will help you grow in your 
relationship with God. These classes are designed to help you learn more about our church and the plans 
that God has for you. Each class is taught by Pastor Marcus and is held right after our Sunday Service from 
11:30am-12:30pm.  
 
The class being offered in May is CLASS 101. CLASS 101 is our basic introduction to our church family and 
is designed to clearly explain who we are and what we believe. The CLASS is divided into two sessions: 
 

• Our Story with God  
• Our Church  

 
 
At the end of the CLASS there will be an opportunity for you to decide whether or not you'd like to be a 
member of our church or to wait and decide at another time.  
 
If interested in attending, write “Yes 101” on a communication card and place in offering plate or call Pastor 
Marcus (860-283-5556)   
 

 

      

Women's Fellowship will be assembling “May Day” cookies for our Members to Remember on May 
7th.  Donations of cookies would be much appreciated.  (No tree nuts or peanuts, please). Please drop them 
off at the church before 10 am on May 7th.  Thank you. 

Our next meeting will be May 20 with salad and grinders at 6 pm followed by a business meeting.  All women 
of the church are invited for this time of fellowship. 

The CFC Ladies (Cleaning/Crafts/Fellowship/Coffee) meets on Tuesday mornings, weather permitting. This 
group consists of ladies that help around the church & then takes time for coffee. If you’re interested, just 
show up on Tuesday morning around 9:30am and they will put you to work!  

We will have our annual Spring dinner at the Goose & Gander Restaurant on June 9th at 12:30 pm.  All 
women of the church are invited, but reservations are needed by May 26th.  The choices are lemon chicken 
($21.00) and baked stuffed shrimp ($23.00); the prices include salad, entree, dessert, coffee/ tea and 
gratuity. 

Please call Betty Nedorostek at 860-283-2889 to make a reservation.  Please bring something for a gift 
exchange that is crafted, re-gifted, or recycled.  Hope to see you there! 

For more information, please contact Linda Ferrier at 860-283-4520.  



                                                                                                       May 2019 
 

     Sunday         Monday        Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

   1 2 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
7 pm Worship 
Assist training 
 

3     

8:30-9:30 am 

Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

4 
4 pm Hymn 
Sing/Ice cream 
Social  

5   
8:45-9:45 am  
Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service 
(Communion) 
11:15 am All  
Church Gathering 

 Matt 
Samela 

6 

 Myrna 
Kamens 

7     

6:30 am Men’s Life 

9:30 am Ladies  
CFC (Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal 

8   
6:30 pm Bible Study 
In lounge 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
Auditorium 

 Bob 
Merchant 

9     
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30 am Ladies 
Bible study in  
lounge  
12-4 pm THS AP 
Testing in 
Auditorium  
 

10        
8:30-9:30 am 

Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
12-4 pm THS AP 
Testing in 
Auditorium  
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7-12) 

11 
 
 

12    
8:45-9:45 am  
Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
(Basket of 
Blessings will be 
collected) 

 Don Ferrier 

13 
7 pm Deacon’s 
Meeting 

14      

6:30 am Men’s Life 
7:30-am-12 pm 
THS AP Testing in 
Auditorium  
7 pm Worship  
Team rehearsal  

 Patricia 
Henderson 

15    
6:30 pm Bible Study 
In lounge 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 

16 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30 am Ladies 
Bible study in  
lounge 
12-4 pm THS AP 
Testing in 
Auditorium  

 Marge Bradley 

17      
8:30-9:30 am 
Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

18 
 
 

19 
8:45-9:45 am  
Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
11:30 am – 1 pm 
Puggles training 
11:30am-12:30pm 

Class 101 

 Craig  
MacMillan 

20    
6 pm  
Women’s 
Fellowship 
Pot Luck/ 
7 pm Business 
Meeting  
 
 

21      
6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship  
Team rehearsal  

 Deb Ouellette, 
Heather Pytel 
 
 

22  
6:30 pm Bible Study 
In lounge 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
auditorium 
 
 
 
 

23 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30 am Ladies 
Bible study in  
lounge 
 
 
 
 

24     
8:30-9:30 am 
Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

25 
 

26   8:45-9:45 am  
Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s  
Church 
11:30am-12:30pm 

Class 101 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
study in lounge 
4-5:30 pm Jr.  
Youth group  
(grades 4-6) 

27 
 
 

28   
6:30 am Men’s Life 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship  
Team rehearsal  
7 pm Council 
Meeting 
 

29 
6:30 pm Bible Study 
In lounge 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Yoga in  
Auditorium 
7 pm Worship  
Team rehearsal  
 

30 
6:30 am Men’s  
Ministry 
9:30 am Ladies 
Bible study in  
lounge 
 

31 
8:30-9:30 am 

Prayer time in  
Sanctuary 
11am-12:30pm  
Ladies bible study 
in chapel 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group (grades 7- 
12) 

 

 


