
 
       

  
 

     Pastoral Letter – October 2018  
 
 
Dear Friends,  

 

Fall is finally here. PRAISE THE LORD!!!.  

 

I’m so excited for what God has in store for us.   If you haven’t been with us in a while, we just finished our 

series on the book of Esther. The book of Esther is about God and this woman named Esther. Even though we 

finished our series on Esther a few weeks ago, I still haven’t forgotten something she said.  In Esther, chapter 4, 

verse 16, she says to Mordecai, her adoptive dad: 

 

Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night 

or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is 

against the law. And if I perish, I perish. 

 

It’s those last 5 words that have I haven’t been able to shake. “If I perish, I perish.”  When she says those words, 

she had just been asked by Mordecai to speak to the king, her husband. I know it doesn't sound like that big of a 

deal, but back in the day, going to see the king without being summoned, even if you were his wife was 

punishable by death.  So, when she goes to see the king, she’s not sure if he’ll have her killed or not, but she 

goes anyway. In that moment, I’m reminded of what it means to be truly brave.  You may not know it, because 

for some of you it's become second nature, but every time you share your faith, invite someone to church, or tell 

someone that you want to help, that’s an act of bravery.  Also, when some of you made the decision a few 

Sundays ago to get rid of those chains in your life that have been weighing you down that was an act of bravery 

too. There’s more.  When we admit our mistakes and have the courage to say, “I’m sorry,” and ask God for 

forgiveness that’s another sign of bravery. All that being said, I wanted to thank you for reminding me what it 

means to be brave.  I’m blessed to be serving along side you. 

 

As I think about these next few months and our vision to see more people transformed by the good news of 

Jesus, I think it will require even more bravery. So one of my prayers this month is that we’ll be brave: brave in 

living out our faith and sharing our faith with others; brave in speaking truth and dealing with our shortcomings.  

 

I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us.  I love serving with all of you.  

 

Blessings,  

 

Pastor Marcus   

 

PS. Don’t forget to invite your friends, coworkers, and family members to Fall Festival especially if they don’t 

have a relationship with Jesus or aren’t currently attending a church. Fall Festival is Sunday, October 21 from 3-

5 pm.  

 



Youth Group News      October 2018 
 

 

 

 God is at work all around you ~  He desires relationship with you ~  Listen, God speaks to you ~  Walk in obedience ~  Follow the Holy Spirit 

PROMOTION FRIDAY:        Congratulations to Jacob Bushey, Angelia Cocchiola, Nathan Hulton, 
                      Nathan Pronovost, and Leena Smith as they promote from Sr. Youth 

                     Group to their next phase of study,  worship, and service.   
 
Friday, September 14th, was a bitterweet meeting as we congratulated and shared in the  last 
makings of Sr. Youth group memories together.  These faithful and dedicated members will 
be strongly missed.   However, as we close this chapter, excitement is rising for the forming 
of the next new, beautifully knit fabric. 

 

 

October YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE : 

 
Jr. Youth Group Sundays:                 October: 14th and 28th   4:00 – 5:30 pm (at the church) 
      

Sr. Youth Group Fridays:                   October: 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th    7:00 – 9:00 pm (at the church) 

 

** Youth Group will be participating in the “Family Fall Festival” Sunday, October 21st   3:00-5:00pm 

 
 
 
If you or someone you know is not part of youth group because of schedules or questions, I 
would like to know. We are in a season of transition and your thoughts, your concerns and 
especially your participation are important to me.  
 
Please feel free to contact me: Deb Sechow, 860-283-5765. If I am not available at the time of 
your call, I will return your call as soon as possible, please leave your number and name. 
 

 

 

 

      
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

- YOUTH GROUP  - 

Friday Nights - 7:00–9:00 grades 7-12 

2nd & 4th Sundays - 4:00-5:30 grades 4-6 
 

First Congregational Church, Thomaston 

 

 



 
 

It’s never too late for your kids to be a part of Kid’s Church on Sunday morning during Worship service. 

Deb Sechow is now teaching the 4-6 grades on Sunday morning. Virginia, Aimee, and Bob are teaching 

grades 1-3, Matt and Vickie are teaching nursery with the AWANA program. The Parents with children are 

signing their children in before church, with each child receiving a # that matches with their parent, so when the 

parents pick up their child the # must match. We are meeting upstairs in the Kid’s church wing. We will not be 

utilizing the auditorium. Changes to the rooms upstairs are on hold until we have a plan.  

 

 
 

 
 
Our small groups are currently working on a series called “Celebration of Discipline” by Richard Foster. Pastor 

Marcus is preaching on one chapter of the book each week during Sunday morning worship. The small groups 

meet during the week and take a closer look at what Christian disciplines are and how we can make them a 

part of our life. To join a group, contact our church office (860-283-5765) and find a group that meets at a time 

that is convenient for you. 

 

 

 
The Deacons discussed the budget for 2019 and are requesting travel expenses for our 4 C's delegates and 
funding for a laptop for media presentation on Sundays. 
 
Average attendance for 2018 is 90 and was 73 last year at this time. 
 
Several deaconates attended the Active Shooter training sponsored by the Baptist church in Plymouth.  
Training was provided by our State police and was extremely informative. 
 
The deaconate has begun looking at our current membership list, and approved a letter drafted by Pastor 
Marcus to send to inactive members. 

 



 

 
     

       Deacon’s Fund 
 

Each Communion Sunday, we have envelopes in the pews for the Deacon’s fund. This is a fund whereby 
Pastor Marcus can give assistance to those in need from our church and community. Please see a Deacon for 
more information.  
 
(Lisa Hulton, Matt Hopkins, Sandi Welch, Linda Ferrier, Mark O’Brien, Bill Berg or Craig MacMillan) 
 

 

  
 
 
The Trustees are thinking about the upcoming winter. We are asking for parishioners to sign up for a 2 week 
period for snow shoveling. You will work with the person using the snowblower.  
 
You never know....  you may not need to pick up a shovel !!!  Sign up will be on the board outside the church 
office.  
 
Mary Beth Johnson, Council representative for Trustees 
 

 

 
Council is discussing the projected budget for 2019. We are looking at changing the way the 

budget is understood, changing the culture of budgeting in the church. There need to be ways we can look at 
and plan for present needs and also dreams for the future as the church grows. 

 
 

 We have received word from our attorney that the Connecticut Commission on Human Rights 
and Opportunities dismissed Dawn Marie Conroy’s complaint against us. We have also received word from the 
attorney at our insurance company that she did not file a timely response to this dismissal, which means that 
the case is closed and no damages have been awarded to Dawn Marie. 
 



 
Submitted by Merv LeMasurier 

 
 
Treasurer of Collections Report 
The team reviewed the August 2018 YTD Income Report that shows the following: 
 
                   Actual           Budget       Favorable 
     Operating income                               $134,018       $127,765       $6,253 
                         
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
The team reviewed a detailed August YTD Profit and Loss report which showed actual Operating Expenses of 
$126,532 vs Budget of $133,487. 
 
 
The Permanent Fund Team Report:  
The August 2018 YTD report showed the following: 
 

                   Beginning balance:       $ 367,728   
                   Deposits                             15,000 
                   Disbursements:       (10,200) 
                   Fees:      (2,250) 
                   Market value gain:                5,849 
                   Ending balance:             $ 376,127 
 

New business: 
Merv noted that the Stewardship team is working on a Stewardship flyer to be mailed to church members and 
friends in November.   
 
Finance team members reviewed the 2019 budget requests provided by the Deacons, CE, Music and Trustee 
teams that was presented to the Church Council for critique on Tuesday, 9/24/18. 
 

                       
 

 
 

Please remember BASKET OF BLESSINGS October 14th 

 
The Outreach team will be collecting non-perishable items on Sunday, October 14th during “Gifts and Offering” 
Your donation will be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued support to this 
important ministry.  
 



 

 
CLASS 101 Faith and Membership 

October 14th & October 21st 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

Throughout the year, Pastor Marcus offers four Foundation classes that will help you grow in your relationship 
with God. These classes are designed to help you learn more about our church and the plans that God has for 
you. Each class is taught by Pastor Marcus and is held right after our Sunday Service from 11:30am-12:30pm.  
 
The class being offered in October is CLASS 101. CLASS 101 is our basic introduction to our church family 
and is designed to clearly explain who we are and what we believe. The CLASS is divided into two sessions: 
 

• Our Story with God  
• Our Church  

 
At the end of the CLASS there will be an opportunity for you to decide whether or not you'd like to be a 
member of our church or to wait and decide at another time.  
 
If interested in attending, write “Yes 101” on a communication card and place in offering plate or call Pastor 
Marcus (860-283-5556)   
 

 
The next class being offered in October/November is Class 301.     

 
CLASS 301 Discovering Your Gifts 

October 28th & November 4th 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
 
In CLASS 301, you'll discover your S.H.A.P.E. In CLASS 301, you'll discover the unique gifts God has given to 
you. In this class, we'll begin the process of identifying your gifts and places where you can use them.  
 
If interested in attending, write “Yes 301” on a communication card and place in offering plate or call Pastor 
Marcus (860-283-5556)   
 

 

 
 

All Church Gathering 
Sunday October 7th 11:30 am 

 
Following the worship service on Sunday, October 7 join us in the auditorium for our monthly All Church 
Gathering.  This time will be used to inform the congregation on what’s happening within the church and to 
dream and discuss our sound system and any other questions/concerns you may have.  
 
We encourage you to attend to hear the latest on what’s going on in our church.  



 

  
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX PROJECT 2018 
 

We will, once again, begin to collect items to fill shoeboxes to delight children around the world. The 
shoeboxes will be given to boys and girls:   2-4 years old, 5-8 years old, and 10-14 years old.  Plastic 
shoeboxes are available in Fellowship Hall. 
 
You may help by providing: 

❖ A "wow" toy such as stuffed animal, doll, t shirt, shoes, soccer ball with pump, that will fit in shoebox 
❖ Small fun toys (cars, musical instruments, puzzles, jump ropes, etc.) 
❖ Accessories (socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights with extra batteries) 
❖ Non-liquid hygiene items (toothbrushes, bar soap, washcloths, combs) 
❖ School supplies (pencils, pens, sharpeners, markers, crayons, notebooks, coloring books, picture 

books, solar calculators) 
❖ Pray for the child who will receive your gift. 
❖ $9.00 donation to ship each box 

 
The expression on the faces of the recipients is worth every penny you spend! 
 
Please leave items or filled shoeboxes (please use label to designate if for boy or girl and age.)  in the 
Christmas Child box on the designated table in Fellowship Hall by October 28th.  Last year 34 
shoeboxes were assembled!  Thank you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Thursday AM Women’s Small Group) 
 

 
 

 
 
The Thomaston Food Pantry is asking for the following items for the month of October – Cake mixes, quick 
breads, baking supplies. 
 
                                                        

Please DO NOT include: candy, toothpaste, used or damaged items; war related 
items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; fruit rolls 
or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications 
or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans 



 

  
 

Our semi-annual Tag Sale will begin on Friday, October 5th from 9 am to noon. The Tag Sale will continue on 
Saturday, Oct. 6th, from 9 am to 2 pm.  
 
Donations may be left on the stage before October 5th—Please, no electronics or large furniture.  Volunteers 
are welcome during the mornings that week for set up and pricing. (Tuesday – Friday). 
 
Our next meeting is Monday, October 15th, with a Pizza Party at 6 pm following by a business meeting.  All 
women of the church are invited. 
 
Our Christmas Bazaar and dinner will be on Friday, November 16 from 5 - 7 pm. The Bazaar will continue on 
Saturday with several vendors present.  There will be a luncheon also. 
 
Donations of homemade foods and candy, handmade items, and like-new treasures for Grandma's Attic are 
needed.  Also, help with the dinner, luncheon, and bazaar is much appreciated.   
 
Please contact Linda Ferrier (president) 860-283-4520, Joyce Pichette (vice president) 860-283-5765, or Betty 
Nederostek (secretary/treasurer) 860-283-2889 if you would like to volunteer. 
 

 

  
Anyone interested in joining us, please contact any member of the team:  Dave Barkus, Matt Hopkins, Nate 
Hulton, Donn Innaimo, Marissa Lee, Carol Pytel and Amy White.   
 
Also, the congregation is encouraged to let us know what God has laid on your heart for us to do to enrich the 
worship experience for the congregation.  We can’t (and shouldn’t!) do it alone!  
 
  
 
 

 
Wanna be a “church mouse?” 

 
 
If you would like to help out with coffee hour but don’t want to host, consider leaving some cheese in the 
refrigerator or crackers/cookies marked “coffee hour” Thank you for helping! 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Untitled Event 

Join us for our first ever Fall Festival . 
Fun for the whole family.  

Square Dancing  
Activities for Kids  
A Chili Cook-Off 

Rock Painting,  
Chocolate Demonstration and More  

 

Where: First Congregational Church of Thomaston  

135 Main Street  

Thomaston, CT 06787  

When: Sunday, Oct. 21 3-5pm  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



October 2018    
 

     Sunday         Monday        Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

 
 

1 2 
6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal  

3 
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
 
 

4 
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

5 
Women’s  
Fellowship Tag 
Sale 9am - noon 
11 am Women’s 
Bible study in  
Chapel 
6:30 pm Sr.  
Youth Group 
Martha Soliday 

 

6 
Women’s 
Fellowship 
Tag Sale 
9am-2pm 

7   
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service/Communion 
11:30am All church 
Gathering 
(auditorium) 
12:30-1:30 pm 
Confirmation Class 
Evelyn Ericson 

 

8 
7pm Deacon’s 
Meeting 

9    

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal  

10  
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
 

11     
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

12   
11 am Women’s 
Bible study in  
Chapel 
 
6:30 pm Sr.  
Youth Group 
 

13 
Linda Ferrier 

 

14      
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s  
Church 
(Basket of Blessings 
will be collected) 
 
11:30 Class 101 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
Study in lounge 
4-5:30 Jr. Youth  
Group (4th-6th grades) 

15 
6pm Women’s 
Fellowship Pot 
Luck/ 7pm  
Business  
Meeting 

16      

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal 
 
7 pm Worship 
Assistant Meeting  

17 
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
 
Marjorie Wilson 

 
 

18 
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

19 
11 am Women’s 
Bible study in  
Chapel 
6:30 pm Sr.  
Youth Group 
 
Kayla Finch 

 

20 
Mark Poley, 
Lily Johnson 

 

21     
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
11:30-12:30 Class 101 

 
FALL FESTIVAL 
3-5 PM 

22   
 

23 
6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 
7 pm Council  
Meeting 

24    
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal 
Shelby Sarracco 

 

25 
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
Kyle Sarracco 

 

26 
11 am Women’s 
Bible study in  
Chapel 
6:30 pm Sr.  
Youth Group 
John Begin, 
Bill Guerrera 

 

27 
 

28      
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Kid’s 
Church 
 
11:30-12:30 Class 301 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
Study in lounge 
4-5:30 Jr. Youth  
Group (4th-6th grades) 

29 
 

30    
6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 
Amanda Johnson 

 

31 
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal  
 
Margaret Berg, 
Scott Beauvais 

 

   

 


