
 
       

  
 

     Pastoral Letter – September 2018  
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

I’m congested. I’m feeling woozy.  But praise the Lord I’m not HOT.  Since the start of the 
summer I feel like I’ve been saying this a lot, but I don’t think I’ve ever been so grateful for AC. (Don’t forget, 
I’m from California so that’s saying a lot.) Last night, I met with the Council (the Council is comprised of the 
different ministry leaders of the church) and over the last few months, we’ve been talking about what’s next for 
our church.  We’ve been discussing about how we want to see our church grow through conversions and how 
we want to see more young people and kids come to our church. As we were talking, I realized that what we’re 
doing is hard. We’re planning for something that hasn’t yet happened. What we’re doing is an act of faith, it 
comes from the belief that what God wants for our church is growth and that the harvest is plentiful.   

Some of you might have thoughts, questions, or concerns about these plans.  If that’s you, I’d 
like to extend a special invitation to you to attend our Gathering Meetings.  The Gathering Meetings are held 
after church on the first Sunday of the month.  These meetings are our chance to talk and to share about what 
God has planned for us. In these meetings, we don’t vote but we dream. All that being said, if you haven’t gone 
to a Gathering Meeting yet, I’d love for you to join us.  You don’t need to be a member to come.  Over the 
course of the next several meetings, we’ll be addressing several questions:  
 

1) How do we improve our audio equipment and why we need to?  
2) How do we improve our Children and Youth Ministries and why should we?  

 
Also, as I think about this past month, I can’t help but think about all the things that I’ve seen 

God do.  A few weeks ago, we were talking about finding God and came to the conclusion that sometimes God 
uses us to be a part of his plans. This past month, I saw God through the different members in our church who 
chose to be used by Him. I saw Him in the men who helped a couple move. I saw Him in the team of people 
that worked around the church. I saw Him in how we helped each other. I know that I haven’t covered 
everything. If I did, I wouldn't have enough room on this piece of paper.  But all that being said, I’m so grateful 
for how each of you are allowing yourselves to be used by God.  Not to be sappy, but it’s inspiring.  

I know this is early, but for those of you that haven’t heard, on Sunday, Oct. 21, we’ll be having 
our First Annual Fall Festival. It’ll be a chance for you to invite your friends from outside the church to meet 
your church family.  My hope is that people who don’t have a relationship with Jesus, might be curious to start 
one because of the event. The event starts at 3:00pm and will end at 5:00pm.  Stay tuned for more information, 
but in the meantime, pray for the event and think about people who you may want to invite.  
 
 
Blessings,  
 
 
Pastor Marcus  
 
 
 
 



 
Youth Group News                         September 2018 

 

Traditionally, our Sr. and Jr. Youth groups get together in August for  

a week of camping and local mission work known as “Summer Missions” 
 
This year was a little different as we ran with the idea of combining a retreat with a mission.  

In line with Pastor Marcus’s goal of leadership development, our committed time together was 

the perfect opportunity to invest in our youngest potential leaders.  

On August 15-18th, members of the sr. youth group worked through the teen version of 

“Experiencing God” by Henry Blackaby, as well as completing a few of the summer mission 

projects unable to be completed by the group working earlier that week.  

I feel that this was a successful trial-run and look forward to doing more projects like this in the 

future. I would love to talk with and include anyone thinking they may be interested in the next 

retreat/mission. 

** Many thanks to Don Ferrier, Emma Sechow, Pastor Jody, Pastor Marcus, Lisa Hulton and Steve Sechow for 

your hard work and dedication to the success of our time together. 

 
  
God is at work all around you ~  He desires relationship with you ~  Listen, God speaks to you ~  Walk in obedience ~  Follow the Holy 

Spirit 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Start Date: Sunday, September 16, 2018 

Jr. Youth Group Sundays: September: 9th (cancelled due to car show)  

   September 23rd - 4:00 – 5:30pm (at the church) 

Sr. Youth Group Fridays:  September: 7th, 14th (promotion Friday), 21st, 28th  

 

 

If you or someone you know is not part of youth group because of schedules or questions, I would like to know. 

We are in a season of transition and your thoughts, your concerns and especially your participation are 

important to me.  

 

Please feel free to contact me: Deb Sechow, 860-283-5765. If I am not available at the time of your call, I will 

return your call as soon as possible, please leave your number and name. 

 

 

 
 

  

 



 

 
 
Our Children’s Church program will begin on Sunday, September 16th and will change slightly this year. 
 
We will be dividing grades 1-6 into two classes so that we can better meet the needs our kids.   
 

- Grades 1-3 will meet in the classrooms upstairs and will be led by Virginia Lanese, Aimee Beauvais, 
and Bob Merchant. 

- Grades 4-6 will also meet in the classrooms upstairs and will be led by Deb Sechow. 
 

Starting on Sunday, Oct. 14, we’ll also be introducing a new curriculum to our nursery program, adapted from 
AWANA. AWANA is a worldwide nonprofit ministry focused on providing kids with a stronger understanding of 
the Bible that helps them to better understand God’s love for them.  
 
Parents will pick up their children after church from the classrooms upstairs. If the auditorium is available for 
the children to use, then the children will be picked up in the auditorium after church. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Our Small Group Staff has decided to use the material for “Celebration of Discipline” by Richard J Foster for 
our all church Study beginning on Sept. 16th. Pastor Marcus will use Sunday morning sermons to help guide 
the small groups through the material.  
 

 



 
 
On Sunday, Oct 21st there will be a Fall Festival from 3-5 pm. CE will be setting up an inflatable slide, along 
with other toys donated by Paul and Victoria Minor. We will need volunteers to set up, break down, and 
manage each play station during the festival. There will be a sign-up sheet available soon or call Bob Merchant 
860-283-8885 if you are willing to help. 
 

 

 
     

       Deacon’s Fund 
 

Each Communion Sunday, we have envelopes in the pews for the Deacon’s fund. This is a fund whereby 
Pastor Marcus can give assistance to those in need from our church and community. Please see a Deacon for 
more information.  
 
(Lisa Hulton, Matt Hopkins, Sandi Welch, Linda Ferrier, Mark O’Brien, Bill Berg or Craig MacMillan) 
 

 

  
Trustees spent this summer making the church welcoming to our parishioners. 

 
❖ The lobby near the church office was painted.  

❖ The front of the church has been updated with tree trimming to improve visibility and painting of the 

doors bright red.   

❖ New shutters are coming.  

❖ The ramp is painted and the front gardens trimmed way back.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who made this happen and those with great ideas and vision. 
   
Next steps are needed.  We need to upgrade the Sanctuary sound system and need adequate space for our 
children, particularly the nursery.   
 
Please encourage our parishioners to join the All Church Gatherings on the 1st Sunday of the month after 
worship. It is a great opportunity for communication and sharing of ideas. Out of these opportunities will come 
the next steps for our growing church. Praise God!!!!!! 
 
Mary Beth Johnson, Council representative for Trustees 
 



 
Council discussed the ramifications of joining the 4 C’s. The church will need to appoint 

delegates to attend the 4 C’s conference this summer, if the association agrees to accept us. Council will 
probably request the congregation authorize a by-laws change to formalize this process at the January annual 
meeting. Also, delegate costs would be included in the upcoming budget. 

 
 Council is discussing possible changes in the sound system, including what changes should be 
made and how to communicate the need for changes to the congregation. They are talking with consultants 
who are professionals at designing sound systems. They will be looking for input from the congregation at the 
Gatherings held the first Sunday of every month immediately after worship service. 

 

 

 
Submitted by Merv LeMasurier 

 
 
Treasurer of Collections Report 
The team reviewed the July 2018 YTD Income Report that shows the following: 
 
                   Actual           Budget       Favorable 
     Operating income                                $115,482      $110,618        $4,864 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
The team reviewed a summary July YTD Profit and Loss report which showed actual  
operating expenses of $111,097 vs Budget of $118,320. 
 
 
The Permanent Fund Team Report:  
The July 2018 YTD report showed the following: 
 

                   Beginning balance:        $ 367,728   
                   Deposits                             15,000 
                   Disbursements:         (9,550) 
                   Fees:      (2,250) 
                   Market value gain:                2,466 
                   Ending balance: $373,394 
 

 
New business: 
Merv noted that he distributed the 2019 budget request worksheets to the Deacons, CE, Music and Trustee 
teams on August 15th with a requested completion and return to the Finance Team by September 7th. 
 

                                
 



 
Please remember BASKET OF BLESSINGS September 9th 

 
The Outreach team will be collecting non-perishable items on Sunday, September 9 during “Gifts and Offering” 
Your donation will be given to the Thomaston Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued support to this 
important ministry.  
 

 

 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 
 
Our Sunday morning worship service will begin at 9 am on September 9 due to the Thomaston Car Show being held that 
day. 
 

 

 
The Thomaston Food Pantry is asking for the following items for the month of September – Soups 
 

                                              

           

  
 

 
 
Women's Fellowship will meet on Monday, September 16th, with a potluck at 6 pm followed by a business 
meeting.  We will be discussing our upcoming events.  All women of the church are invited.  We have a busy 
fall schedule and would love for you to join us. For more information, please contact Linda Ferrier at 860-283-
4520.  
 
Our semi-annual tag sale will be held on Saturday, October 6th from 9 am to 2 pm.  Donations may be left on 
the stage.  (Please, no electronics or large furniture.)  
 
The CFC Ladies (Cleaning/Crafts/Fellowship/Coffee) continue to meet on Tuesday mornings. This 
group consists of ladies that help around the church & then takes time for coffee. If you’re interested, just show 
up on Tuesday morning around 9:30am and they will put you to work! 



 

 
 
One of the projects The CFC ladies are doing, is sewing health kit bags- preparing for the next disaster. Please 
help by providing any of the following items which are placed in the health kit or by giving a monetary donation 
for supplies to be purchased.  Thank-you! 

Washcloth 
Towel 

Shampoo 
Conditioner 
Deodorant 

 
 

 
Greetings from the Praise Team!!  We hope that you are being blessed by our efforts each week!  We have 
received some requests, and will honor them as we can over the coming months.  Thanks to those who have 
spoken to us! 
 
We would love to expand the Worship Team.  Our beloved Noah has left us for college, and, while we wish him 
the very best, we now have a huge void to fill.  We are looking for a guitarist, bassist, drum cymbals, vocalists 
– whatever talent/instrument God has given you to share can be used by the team.  We need help with running 
sound, and we look forward to perhaps having a sound booth, monitors (so we can hear ourselves!), and 
provide better balance.  We hope you worship with much gusto, letting God know how much we all depend on 
Him, and praising Him for all he does for us!!  Join us – no experience necessary! You just need a heart full of 
Jesus to be a part of our Team!! 
 
Please contact any member of the team:  Dave Barkus, Matt Hopkins, Nate Hulton, Donn Innaimo, Marissa 
Lee, Carol Pytel and Amy White.  We need to know what God has laid on your heart to do to enrich the 
worship experience for the congregation.  We can’t (and shouldn’t!) do it alone!  
  

 

 
Wanna be a “church mouse?” 

 
If you would like to help out with coffee hour but don’t want to host, consider leaving some cheese in the 
refrigerator or crackers/cookies marked “coffee hour” Thank you for helping! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Untitled 
Event 

Join us for our first ever Fall Festival . 
Fun for the whole family.  

Square Dancing  
Activities for Kids  
A Chili Cook-Off 

Rock Painting,  
Chocolate Demonstration and More  

 

Where: First Congregational Church of Thomaston  

135 Main Street  

Thomaston, CT 06787  

When: Sunday, Oct. 21 3-5pm  

 
 

 

 



 September 2018    
 

     Sunday         Monday        Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

  1 
 

2     
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
 
10 am Worship  
Service/Communion 
 
11:30am All church 
Gathering 
(auditorium) 
 

3 
LABOR DAY 

4    

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal  
Beverly  
Neddermann   

 

5   
 

6     
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
Brian Welch 

 
 

7   
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group 
Gail Walker 

 

8 
 

9      
CAR SHOW SUNDAY 
 
9 am Worship  
Service & Children’s 
activity 
10:30-11:30 am 
Confirmation class 
(Basket of Blessings 
will be collected) 
Paul Minor 

 

10 
7pm Deacon’s 
Meeting 

11      

6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal  
7 pm Worship 
Assistant Meeting 
 

12    
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
 
Bill Berg 

 

13 
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

14 
6:30 pm Sr. Youth  
Group 
 
 

15 
 

16     
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
 
ALL CHURCH STUDY 
         BEGINS 
10 am Worship  
Service & Children’s 
Church 
11:30am Nursery  
Worker training in  
lounge 

17    
6/7pm Women’s 
Fellowship Pot 
Luck followed 
by Business 
meeting 

18 
6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

 
9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal 

19    
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
 

20 
6:30 am Men’s  
Bible study 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
Marion DePecol, 
Sarah Hulton,  
Judi LeMasurier, 
Emilia O’Brien, 
Michelle Samela 

 

21 
6:30 pm Sr.  
Youth Group  
Marcia Crannell 

 

22 
Carrie Platt 

 

23      
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Children’s 
Church 
4-5:30 pm Bible  
Study in lounge 
4-5:30 Jr. Youth  
Group (4th-6th grades) 

24 
 

25    
6:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

9:30 am Ladies CFC 
(Cleaning/Crafts/ 
Fellowship/Coffee) 
7 pm Council 
Meeting  
7 pm Worship 
Assistants Meeting 

26 
6:30 pm 
Men/Women 
Bible study in 
lounge 
7 pm Worship  
Team Rehearsal  
Stephen Sechow 

 

27 
9:30-11 am 
Ladies bible 
study in lounge 
 

28 29 

30 
9-9:50 am Bible Study 
10 am Worship  
Service & Children’s 
Church 
Donn Innaimo 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

   

 


